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Dear Community,

Welcome back to a new school year!  Our students are starting 
their second month and the learning and growing is certainly in 
progress.

We are fortunate in the communities of North Royalton and 
Broadview Heights to have a school district that excels 
academically, as well as provides an array of extracurricular 
opportunities.  We have proven to the community that we are 
good stewards of their tax dollars by providing a high level of fiscal 
accountability that has been acknowledged by the State Auditor’s 
office time and time again.  

This November 5, residents of North Royalton and Broadview 
Heights will go to the polls to determine whether Issue 85 should 
be approved for the North Royalton City Schools.  We are hoping 
that every resident will go to the polls on November 5 and will 
make an informed decision about whether this revised and 
decreased bond issue should be approved. 

After the district’s initial attempt to pass the bond issue last 
November, the Board of Education surveyed residents in January 
and found that residents are overall pleased with the school 
district. Rated positively in the survey was the quality of the 
education, communications, and the board’s fiscal responsibility in 
how it spends tax dollars.  

Through surveying the community, the Board of Education learned 
that residents were not as supportive of building new locker rooms 
and a bus garage.  Both of these aspects of the plan have been 
eliminated from the current bond issue and the amount needed has 
been reduced by $4.65 million.  Although these issues will need to 
be addressed at some future time, the removal of these two items 
has now decreased the amount of money the district needs to ask 
for with the new bond issue.  

Issue 85 is for facilities costs only. The school district passed a 
levy in 2009 for operational costs and it is important for residents 
to understand these are two separate issues.  No money from this 
bond issue will go to salaries or operational expenses.

This issue of Royalton Schools will hopefully explain and answer 
all of the questions you may have.  My door is always open.  If you 
have concerns or would like additional information on this bond 
issue, feel free to email or call me.

Sincerely,

Greg Gurka
Superintendent
North Royalton City Schools
greg.gurka@northroyaltonsd.org
440/582-9030

Important Information
on November 5 Bond Issue

The North Royalton Board of Education voted to place 
a $49.8 million facilities bond issue on the 

November 5, 2013 ballot.  

It will cost homeowners approximately $7.12/month 
per $100,000 home valuation.

Issue 85 will . . .
1. Enhance the curriculum and educational 
 experience for students 

2.  Increase building safety and security

3.  Improve the physical needs of the facilities, such  
 as fixing roofs, windows, and boilers to save   
 energy costs 

4.  Allow for the return of kindergarten and    
 preschool back to their home schools

Fall 2013

We welcome you to view 
the video on the 

bond issue on our 
district homepage:

www.northroyaltonsd.org
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PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN 
BACK TO ELEMENTARY 

BUILDINGS
 
The City of Broadview Heights and Cuyahoga County are constructing the 
new home for the County Emergency Operations Center in near proximity 
to the Early Childhood Center (ECC) buildings.  Although the lease remains 
between the city and district, if the North Royalton Schools bond issue is 
successful, this will allow the city to repurpose the current ECC buildings 
as part of the city campus.  “Broadview Heights city officials are in strong 
support for us to return students to their home schools,” said Superintendent 
Greg Gurka.  “In our community survey, a majority of voters said it would be 
better for the schools to add space onto each of the elementary schools so 
kindergarten students can go to school in their attendance area.”

CURRICULUM IMPROVEMENTS
 
Funds from this bond issue will improve the curriculum and educational 
experience for students, especially at North Royalton High School.  A new 
wing for up-to-date science classrooms will be built.  Currently, 13 teachers 
share 9 out-of-date science labs.  The existing science classrooms in 
North Royalton do not have the physical space/hood ventilation systems 
or electrical capacity to support the labs. Students are often seen carrying 
buckets of water from one classroom to another just to wash the lab 
equipment. Storage areas, chemicals, and equipment for the science 
department are not in close proximity to the classrooms.  In fact, they 
are on different floors.  There is no room to do multiple-day projects and 
experiments.

Many more science curricular offerings will be added and students will be 
better prepared for their future studies or careers.  Our graduates are entering 
college and competing with students that had the advantage of learning in 
up-to-date science classrooms.  Our facilities are inadequate for college 
preparation.  We need to give our students that same opportunity.

The music wing will be expanded.  Right now, there is insufficient space.  The 
entire band can’t practice together as a group in the band room.  In addition 
to classroom space, the music department plans include much needed 
storage and rehearsal rooms. The expansion includes better security, wider 
doors and an overall configuration that will allow the band easy access to the 
exterior practice field.

The new and improved music department plans also include a regulated 
heating and cooling system. Students now practice in sweltering heat 
early and late in the year and uncomfortably cold temperatures throughout 
the winter months.  With the new HVAC systems and controls, this will be 
improved for all students in every building.

At the elementary schools, current gyms, which also serve as cafeterias, will 
be renovated so the students’ time at gym class will not be cut because they 
need to set tables up for lunch.  Students will not have to move to another 
small classroom for their physical education experience.

Technology issues also will be addressed in the buildings, including computer 
lab upgrades.

“As a parent of two young children in the North Royalton School District, I 
have had the chance to see up close how the separation of preschoolers and 
kindergartners from elementary students can have an effect on students and 
families, including mine.

One of the action items for the school district, with passage of the bond issue, 
will be expanding the current three elementary schools to include kindergarten 
students, as well as housing the preschool program at Royal View.

What does that mean to you as a parent? First, it is safety, security, and peace 
of mind for your pre-school and kindergarten students, starting first thing in 
the morning with shorter bus times. Right now, some kindergarten students 
are on buses for as much as 60 minutes. That will be shortened as they go 
to class at schools closer to home. In addition, I feel the pre-school and 
kindergartner students will be safer in the elementary schools as some of the 
money from the bond issue will be used to increase security in the elementary 
schools.

Finally, our youngest students will have an easier transition to school. They’ll 
be going to the same building from K through 4th grade and the relationships 
they form in kindergarten can last a lifetime. Many of our kindergarten 
students currently are in classes with children who will attend different schools 
in first grade. That would change with the passing of this bond issue.

- AMY KUNTZ, ECC Lil’ Bears PTA President, North Royalton

The band room at the high school is completely filled to capacity.  
But this is only 1/3 of the band.  The others have to practice in 
three additional spots.  They can’t practice all at one time.

This science classroom only has one table to use for labs for more 
than 25 students.  They need to go back and forth down the 
hallways to get buckets of water that they need.

We welcome you to view the video on the 
bond issue on our district homepage:

www.northroyaltonsd.org



“A community is only as strong as its public school system.  This bond issue 
will protect the investment of our district’s buildings and facilities, both 
educationally and physically for years to come.”    
  - MAYOR ROBERT STEFANIK, City of North Royalton

“This plan allows the North Royalton City Schools to maintain its excellence 
in education to all of our children, and as we are aware, the success of a 
community’s schools directly impacts the vitality of a community.”  
   - MAYOR SAM ALAI, City of Broadview Heights
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SAFETY AND SECURITY
Funds will be used to make our buildings safe and secure.  We need to have 
more secure facilities with controlled access.  Our building entrances do 
not allow for people to report directly to the office prior to gaining access to 
the hallways.  We have a responsibility to keep our students and staff safe, 
and in the case of our buildings, that requires the funds to do the physical 
improvements to the structures. This bond issue will allow for new door 
systems, entrance ways, security cameras, security lighting, and updated fire 
alarm systems.

North Royalton High School
The plan includes the building of science rooms and the expansion of the 
band and choir rooms. There would be more storage space and additional 
classroom space to relieve congestion. Improvements to heating/ventilation, 
roofing, electrical systems, selected windows and general finishes are in-
cluded.  There also will be an improved, secure entrance for staff and parents/
community.

North Royalton Middle School 
In 2016, the middle school will be 20 years old.  The roof system will have 
reached its useful life and will need to be replaced.  Funds also will be used 
for general finish items, as well as an improved, secure entrance for staff and 
parents/community.

Elementary Schools
With the passage of this bond issue, four kindergarten classrooms will be 
added in each school, two additional classrooms at Royal View for preschool, 
core spaces for the schools’ physical education and cafeterias, improved and 
secure entrances, office space, as well as functional needs such as heating/
ventilating, roofing, plumbing, electrical systems, handicapped access and 
general finishes. 

FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS

“As with any building constructed in the ’50s and ’60s, the district’s 
elementary schools’ mechanical features have become obsolete or in 
need of repair. Permanent improvement funds have ceased to keep pace 
with the demands not only of the elementary schools, but of an aging high 
school.

The bond issue funds will allow the district to invest in heating and 
ventilating systems that can regulate the temperature. These upgrades will 
not only do away with the inconsistencies in temperature felt throughout 
the building, but will allow the district to take advantage of timing devices 
that will lead to greater efficiencies and cost savings.”
     - JIM PRESOT, Assistant Superintendent

Entrance ways at all buildings need to be updated for more 
controlled access.

A high school honors biology class is held in an English classroom 
due to a lack of science labs, denying students the opportunity to 
complete lab assignments and experiments.

A high school science class in an English classroom with no lab 
tables or running water.

Overcrowded band locker rooms makes it chaotic and 
challenging to pack up musical instruments and move around.



Early Childhood Center (ECC) Mike McGinnis, Principal
Lil’ Bears Preschool (Preschool and Kindergarten)
9543 Broadview Rd. - Bldg. 16, Broadview Hts., Ohio 44147
Phone  440-582-9039      Attendance  440-582-9145      Fax  440-746-0811

Albion Elementary School  (Grades 1-4) Julie Bodgen, Principal
9360 Albion Rd., N. Royalton, Ohio 44133
Phone  440-582-9060      Fax  440-582-7237

Royal View Elementary School  (Grades 1-4) Kirk Pavelich, Principal
13220 Ridge Rd., N. Royalton, Ohio 44133
Phone  440-582-9080      Fax  440-582-7254

Valley Vista Elementary School  (Grades 1-4) Jeff Hill, Principal
4049 Wallings Rd., N. Royalton, Ohio 44133
Phone  440-582-9101       Fax  440-582-7239

North Royalton Middle School  (Grades 5-8) Melissa Vojta, Principal
14709 Ridge Rd., N. Royalton, Ohio 44133
Phone  440-582-9120       Attendance  440-582-9121      Fax  440-582-7229

North Royalton High School  (Grades 9-12) Mic Becerra, Principal
14713 Ridge Rd., N. Royalton, Ohio 44133
Phone  440-582-7801      Attendance  440-582-7804      Fax  440-582-7337
Activities Office  440-582-7823
Athletic Office  440-582-7822
Guidance Office  440-582-7810

Administration / Board of Education
6579 Royalton Rd., N. Royalton, Ohio 44133 / Phone  440-237-8800 / Fax  440-582-7336

Superintendent 440-582-9030     Greg Gurka
Treasurer 440-582-9045 Rich McIntosh
Assistant Superintendent 440-582-9034 Jim Presot
Director of Personnel 440-582-9036 Gary Puntel
Director of Curriculum & Instruction 440-582-9038 Bruce Bradley 
Director of Pupil Services - 440-582-9140 Kathleen Spirakus 
(Health/Nursing Services, Home Schooling, Residency/Custody, 
Special Education Programs & Services, Gifted Services)
Central Registration 440-582-9131  Rosanne Kacenjar
Communication 440-582-9031 Charlene Paparizos
Food Services 440-582-9041 Sue Rudolph
Maintenance 440-582-9043 Wade Schneider
Technology 440-582-9042 John Nickell
Transportation 440-582-9151 Joe Marcinowski

Before and After School Care  (at Valley Vista Elementary School)  440-582-9108

School District Information  If your child is going to be absent, call the school directly.

Everyone is welcome to attend the North Royalton City School 
District Board of Education meetings.  Unless designated 
otherwise, meetings are held the second Monday of each month 
at the high school community room, 14713 Ridge Road, at 7pm.

North Royalton City School District Board of Education
Dr. John Kelly, President (440-552-0864)
Anne Reinkober, Vice President (440-582-3281)
Leonard Reinhard (440-237-3674)
Heidi Dolezal (440-237-8258)
Barbara Ann Zindroski (440-237-9831)

WHY NOW?
 
The time is now.   Why?

• Interest rates are low.  Construction costs are low as well.  We expect 
very competitive bids for all the work we do.  If we continue to wait, it 
may end up costing all of us more money.

• When all of the improvements are made, the district will save money 
in lower operating costs because the buildings will be more energy 
efficient.

• Adding new science labs and technology at the high school will 
provide our students with an up to date learning environment that is 
needed to continue preparing them for college and to compete in a 
global economy.  It also adds much needed room for our band and 
music programs.

• Renovations to the schools will include increased safety and security 
measures.

• Adding kindergarten and pre-kindergarten space at the elementary 
schools will be more efficient, provide for a better learning 
environment, and keep children in the same school through fourth 
grade.

• North Royalton City Schools is one of the finest school districts 
in Ohio.  In fact, North Royalton High School is ranked as one of 
Newsweek’s Best High Schools in America.  Although the North 
Royalton City Schools have proven to offer an EXCELLENT education 
for students, it is vital that our facilities meet the educational needs for 
today and the future. This bond issue makes such a commitment for 
today and decades to come.

“Our district is ranked as one of the finest in the State of Ohio and we 
all can take great pride in knowing we are doing the best to prepare 
our children for their future careers and to be outstanding contributing 
citizens to our society. 

We now have a bond issue that has been reduced by $4.65 million 
through the removal of the construction of new locker rooms and a bus 
garage.  Residents shared with us, although they realized the need for 
both, they would rather focus their dollars right now on keeping our 
buildings safe, repaired, and updated to continue to provide the level of 
education our students need to find a job and be successful.  

The Board of Education took that into consideration and has made the 
necessary adjustments.  We have listened to the community and ask 
that between now and the time that ballots are cast, that they will do 
everything they can to educate themselves on this issue.”

        - DR. JOHN KELLY, PRESIDENT, North Royalton Board of Education
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THE BOND ISSUE . . .
WHAT WILL IT COST ME?

by Richard McIntosh, Treasurer
North Royalton City Schools

When a school district has a money issue on the ballot the Ohio Revised 
Code specifically requires how the cost to a homeowner will be stated in 
the ballot language. Unfortunately, the wording is easily misunderstood. 
This November the bond issue ballot language will be as follows:

Shall bonds be issued by the North Royalton City School District for the 
purpose of constructing, renovating, remodeling, rehabilitating, adding 
to, furnishing, equipping and otherwise improving buildings and facilities, 
and preparing, equipping and otherwise improving real estate, for School 
District purposes in the principal amount of $49,830,000, to be repaid 
annually over a maximum period of 35 years, and an annual levy of property 
taxes be made outside the ten-mill limitation, estimated by the County 
Fiscal Officer to average over the repayment period of the bond issue 2.44 
mills for each one dollar of tax valuation, which amounts to 24.4 cents for 
each one hundred dollars of tax valuation, commencing in 2013, first due 
in calendar year 2014, to pay the annual debt charges on the bonds, and to 
pay debt charges on any notes issued in anticipation of those bonds?

Some homeowners read the ballot language and begin doing the math 
based on their home’s market value instead of tax value. A home’s tax 
value is 35% of the market value. The following is an example of the 
calculation for a home with a market value of $200,000.
  
Market Value of the home  $200,000
Tax Value of the home      $70,000
Bond Issue millage   2.44 mills

The cost to the homeowner is calculated taking $70,000 times .00244 
(24.4 cents per $100 tax value) = 
$170.80 a year or $14.23 a month. 
School districts usually state the 
cost per $100,000 of home market 
value so it is easier for an individual 
homeowner to convert the number to 
their home’s market value.

You can find the market value and 
tax value of your home by going to 
the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer’s 
web site at http://fiscalofficer.
cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/REPI.
aspx and clicking on “Online Property 
Search.” If you have any questions 
about what the bond issue will 
cost, you may also contact me at 
440-582-9045 or at rich.mcintosh@
northroyaltonsd.org. 


